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The Contradictions of Neoliberal Theory in the
Transition from Inexistent Socialism to Real Capitalism
Agustin Maraver
This study tries to make a balance between the internal logic of the “shock therapies”
which were applied in Central and Eastern Europe through adjustment programmes
and structural reform in order to open up their economies “inside out” and integrate
them into the world economy. From these interventionist policies, applied by the State
by the political forces which wanted to put an end to the communist nomenklatura, a
new social class structure did not emerge spontaneously as  foreseen by neoliberal theory.
The Transition from “Real Socialism” to Liberal
Democracy and the Market Economy in Hungary
Albert Ferrer
After having seen how the “communist” regime was installed in Hungary and
briefly following the uprising of 1956, we examine the beginning of the liberalization
process produced within the system with the aim of analyzing the changes which took
place immediately afterwards, of how “real socialism” disintegrates in a gradual and
peaceful way and how liberal democracy and the market economy is put into practice.
This article is a study of transition and, starting from a review of transition theories
in political science, attempts to describe and explain the Hungarian transitional process
of 1988-1990 situating the events in the theoretical framework drawn up by political
science. Special attention is paid to the medium-range theories of Maravall, Morlino,
Dahl, Rokkan, Schmitter and Lehmbruch and Rustow. Equal attention is paid to the
study of the collective actors present in the Hungarian process of transition. Moreover,
an attempt is made to understand the causes behind the sinking of the “communist”
regime and the transition towards liberal democracy and the market economy. This
leads us to consider the economic aspects although an attempt is made to include in
these reflections elements which go beyond purely economic ones.
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Institutional Change and Foreign Policy:
an Explicative Model
Marcelo Lasagna
In this study the author proposes the existence of a causal relation between the
political regime and the formulation of foreign policy. The political regime, understood
as the place where central power resides and where rules which control access to power
and the relation between governors and the governed originates, is a factor which can
condition the formulation and implementation of foreign policy. 
From this perspective, the author indicates that the changes of regime, according
to their intensity, necessarily imply some degree of change in politico-institutional
mechanisms which can give way to a reformulation of government policies, among
them foreign policy. In order to analyse this causal relation the author puts forward an
explicative model which integrates those elements of the regime susceptible to change
and those elements of foreign policy which can eventually be modified before those
changes which may take place in the former. This model, according to the author, is
based on two premises. Firstly, the need for a different political orientation to exist
between the outgoing regime and the emerging one and secondly the need for the new
regime to have the capacity to implement its new external priorities.
Foreign Policy and Political Culture: the Case of the
Argentinian Democracy (1983-1985)
Ezequiel Reficco
Throughout the twelve years that have passed since the restoration of democracy
in Argentina, the external political dynamics of the country experienced dramatic changes.
We can distinguish between three periods structured according to clearly differentiated
parametres: the search for independence (1983-1985), the change to realism (1985-
1989) and the search to reconnect (1989-1995).
At the same time, this evolution was accompanied by far-reaching transformations
in the international system. These changes were reflected through the means of an
emulative connection to Argentinian political life, modifying the terms of the consensus
which sustained the external dynamics of the State.
Argentinian political culture had to adapt itself to reality, to its own experience
and to those signals coming from enviroment which indicated where -and where not-
it should direct its energies in order to optimize results.
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From this re-reading of reality carried out by both political leaders and Argentinian
public opinion, the president elected, regardless of the result of the 1989 elections, had
instrumented a reorientation similar to the present one. In the same way, Menem’s
successor will maintain, in broad termes, the current external dynamics in his country.
The New Policy of Nordic Security
Luis M. Mora Fernandez-Rua
During the Cold War period, the security policy of the Nordic countries was based
on what Arne Olav Brundtland had called nordic balance. After the fall of the Berlin
Wall in 1989 and the end of the East-West confrontation, this concept has been
reformulated, among other factors, by the decision taken by Sweden and Finland to
renounce their traditional policies of neutrality and their joining the European Union.
In this new international context, the Nordic countries have redefined the strategies
and the instruments of their security policy with a view to creating a space of multi-
dimensional cooperation at all levels.
The New Military Doctrine and the Transformation in
the Russian Defense Industry
Antonio Sánchez Andrés
Since the break-up of the Soviet Union, the defense industry has found itself to be
disorientated. From the administrative and political structure which represents this economic
sector, a proposal has been repeatedly put forward stressing the need to issue a new
legislation and, in particular, a new military doctrine which would define the interests
of Russia as a new country. These guidelines would have a very important impact domestically
-in sketching the principles of reorganization of the defense industry- as well as externally,
defining, as they would, the essential features of Russian foreign policy.
At the end of 1993 the new Russian military doctrine was passed. In this article its
impact on the restructuring process within the defense industry is analyzed. This political
document depicts a defense industry of a smaller size and different structure. However,
it has not offered immediate solutions to the pressing problems of this economic sector
and has not indicated how to achieve the goals it contains. In other words, the new
military doctrine has not fulfilled one of the essential aims traditionally assigned to it.
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Why the United States Decided not to Fulfil
the Arms Embargo on Bosnia in November 1994?
Analysis of the Domestic Political Game
Paul Fenton
The United States’ decision to stop enforcing, selectively, the arms embargo against the
Bosnian Muslims (which also exempted the Federation between Bosnia and Croacia) in November
1994 helped  change, then, the military, political and social dynamics of the war by a) indirectly
allowing for a balancing of military capabilities to take place in the region and b) directly sending
a message to the allies in NATO that the US was intent on achieving more decision-making
autonomy regarding the United Nation’s resolutions and its allies’ stances toward Bosnia. 
Whereas the decision satisfied the US domestic political expectations of not getting
bogged down militarily in Bosnia and demonstrated a pragmatic approach toward ethnic-
based conflicts in Europe, it did not meet with approval from many of the NATO allies
and other countries in the European Union. On the other hand, the US decision may have
found support in those countries belonging to the Organization of the Islamic Conference. 
The decision, which took place during a Congressional election year, was the outcome
of a national debate about the United States’ political and military role and responsability
in post-Cold War Europe. This decision pit the influences and the strategically wider or
longer-term objectives of the Defense and State Departments and the National Security
Council, and most importantly, those part of the agenda directed by  a rather disengaged
(initially) and less persuasive President Clinton (foreign policy-wise regarding Bosnia) in
his second year in the White House, against the punctual, diverse objectives and expectations
of a more opportunistic Congress set on pressuring the President.
Euro-latinamerican relations and the process of
european regional integration
Anna Ayuso
The evolution of the relations between the current European Union and Latin
America is framed within the complex system of policies and instruments which allowed
the Community to gain access to its present status in the international context and
which serve as a reference in the attempt to advance in the process of rapprochement.
The limits of the Community powers in foreign policy and its regional focus are some
key elements which condition any advance in the field of future prospection.
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